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EFORE ve can undertake o determine = 
3 praper uſe and improvement of the 


principles of Natural Religion, we muſt. know 
E what Natural Religion is, and what _ thoſe 
Principles. are, which we are to. uſe and improve, 8 
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obſerved by one „ who hath gone 
before me on this ſubject, that * the belief of 
God's exiſtence is moſt eſſentially fundamental 


© to all religion,” —If we could ſuppoſe an intel- 7 
; ligent creature to do every thing that we call 
. right, and to forbear what we call evil; | 


if he did not act from a ſenſe of the Being 
and Perfections of God, we ſhould not pronounce | 
this religion, whatever elſe we we might, call it. 
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| Ir is the opinion of many great and good 
men, that thete is an eſſential and immutable | 
; "gy between moral Bock and evil; Porn 
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de willl of God. I thall ner determine — 
theſe ſentimenis att krüe ot ale dut dallowing 5 
that they are true, and that ſome Tuperior minde 


a Refigion- both a eee * 11 


„ 


1 his difference ariſes from the very nature 


are influenced * th this abſtraſt and unalterable 


fast of: Minges ta ac agrtable 40. in without 
bf dther: onfidergtion 5 we may call them ry 


and virtuous ; 2) but if there is no regard to 
Deity, they cannot be denominated religious; 
bea * Telp ekt to to i Deity is "neceffirity ins 
plicd.. in. the Tay” "nition, of Religion Ir thers 

vir "God, there * chere can be no Religion— 


is no 
The ſicred writing s tay this down As 2 fun da“ 


mental principle; WO eie Th cb meck. to God muſt 
believe that He is“ — This is the foundation of 


ne tr eee 


"Tat firſt” thing” Uiefte fn 7 mn abi Boy on 
Natural Religion is to lab iin this great, this 
3 this CUE” lpia en x 
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we are next 10 ung there. is 8 a ing? 


as Religion. 
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„In the laſt place, we. ſhall. ſhow io Phat f te. 
ſpects this Religion may be called Natural o 1 
the Religion « of. Nature, | | | 
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The high yriorivontt” is, 1 fear, too intricate 
for men of common: underftanding, either when 
chey attempt to find it out themſelves, or to try 
vel in it when-difcovered by others— Theſe e 
alted- .reaſbnings become men of fuch : prodigivus 
reach of thought as the late Dr. Click, but 


ren with) the help of this clear and conſum- 


mate Reaſoner, the moſt are rather puzzled--and 

confounded, than enlightned and eſtabliſhed. by 
fuch abſtract ſpeculations . Fhe argument 2 
poſterioriꝰ, ſays chat very great man, is indeed 
by: far the moſt generally 
. ealy. io be underſtood, and in _ tera 2 
10 alt capedities T e * 
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Tur every Effect muſt have ſome cauſe isa 


plain and undeniable a truth as any axiom in Euclid. 
Thac the whole ſenſible univerſe is at Effect, we 

have all be evidence that: tke natute of tlie 
thing will admit. If it i at the effetrof ſome 
ruuſe, it muſt exiſt from Eternity: Not, fays 


pg — whatever exiſts from _— and 


y:: ufetut argument, moſt 
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without any external cauſe, is ſelf-exiſtent : What- 
D 
r ; var ai . muſt exiſt neceffarily, | 
by an abſolite neceflity in the natdre of © the 
ß a dg 
thing itſelf. Ir follows evidently, that unleſs 


the - material world | exiſts bees frih, by an 
ühſdlute neceffity in its own nature, lo as that 


it muſt ' be an expteſs cntradiction to ſuppoſe 
it not to exiſt; it cannot be independent, 
und of itſeff eternal. Now that the materi- 


al world doth not exiſt | thus neceſſarily, 18 ve - 


ry evident. For abſolute necellity of exiſting, 
ng, being contradic- 


toty ideas; it is manifeſt the material world can- 


not exiſt neceſſatily, if {without a, eontradiction 


we can conceiwe it either not to be, or to be in any 


_ reſpett, other wiſe than it now is. Than which, 
nothing is more eaſy. Every thing in it, both 


the whole and every one of: its parts, their ſitu- 
ation and motion, the form and alſo the matter, 
are the moſt arbitrary and dependent things, and 


fartheſt temoved from neceſſity, that can poſ- 


ſibly be imagined”, We rtationally conclude 
therefore that the univerle is the effect of ſome 
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the accurate adjuſtment of its various parts, and 
the uſes and ends to Which they, are mutually 
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adapted, prove this 'cauſe:to. be intelligent, wiſe 
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u t krſt of theſe-arttibutes, 1 conclude; 


will readily be allowed. Poſſibly ſome may diſpute, 


whether” the Goodneſi of God can be juſtiy argued 
from the ſtate of things in this world, here there 


z ſuch a mixture of ſorrow; diſtreſs und miſery. 


But there is certainly 4 large ſhare of gdod com- 
rhunicated, enough to preponderate the'evil there 
is in the univerſe; ſo far as it is khο²)] n tc us, and 
even if we leave out” all con fideration of s 
futate tare; © The moſt enjoy a great degree 


of comfbrt, and would enjoy moch more, were ix 


not for their ' own irregular paſſiotis,” and the 
faules and follies which are the conſequence of 


them. As back as things are, there are very 
few; who ate teduced to ſuch'a ftate'of extreme 


miſery,” as to be willing to exchange it for a 


ede non- ex iſtence, if this were in their pow-" 
er. Who then can reafonably difptite the good- 
| pg” of God ? eſpecially when we conſider, thar 
ſo great and wiſe'a Being 4s Gbd is;/hath wich= ? 


out doubt a large and extenſive plan; and poſſibly, 
at the winding up of the drama, thoſe things 
which are at preſent dark, _ gel? a you” 


4 2 


Ir would not be oiffieule to pibve this oh | 
moral perfections of the Deity, by arguments 
| fetched from thefe we have mentioned; or per- 
| haps, though we are obliged to think and ſpeak 
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of chem 3s diftight -atiribyrey, ih: Gad, there is 


but one priggiple,þſ;aQipn in / him; all may de 


redueed, to baundleſs intelligenge o t wiſdom ; or, 5 
as MreWohlaſton calls it,“ Divioe Rsaſon, which; | 
20 it exerts {elf vpon this or :thas occaſion, is 
by... vs, Yarioplly, denominated? c Juſt ice, Mercy. 
Truth. or whatever clic .gogs, 10 copRipure.morak: 
perfeRipng or. petfect moral conduct. An infi ; 
wie Rare Being wuſt always propoſe 40 telt 

the beſt end. in. acting, and muſt nom. What are+ 


the beſt weaßs ic sccomplih that end; He 


have . s. 40 act centrafy to What his 
wildom. gi Lictaſes; He cannot be under ADP. .undues 
influence, either from 7 within, rot deceit: 
de We 182 allwiſc Being js alſo inßnite: 
er, He muſt ohject of the higheſt 


conf idence,, or the an fear. ; according. as we 
have. reaſon to think, He is our friend or our 


enemy ; * engaged to promote our. happiacfs, or 5 


dete 10 ; make us. 1 , e e 
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'To fo. hs God: 3 arty 3 power! or 


| his wiſdom, ad ultimum poſſe, fox: that He can 
proceed no farther, is to ſay a gteat deal too 


much: But we may with reaſon aſſert, ihat he 
has diſcovered infinite wiſdom and infinite pows 


er ; or in other words, that none but a 2 
re of thele We in . ane, 
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ble degree un hare crened this hupendus 
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E we 06 ot Ateern, more wittom, pov. 
er and goodgb fs in the daf 6f. ae is hot 
doing to any defect in thein, hut i ds. The 
"ore we ſtudy and kiibw'of them, the Word do 
' we' ſee of cheſe perfections in their production. 
"This is true not voly of men whol&CapicititsFre 
weak, and who have but ſmall advantages to 
Lee obt the works of God, it is equally true 
of men of the moſt fiblime gerius, wh have 4 
"the. beſt. öpporiunities to look i6to nature 20d 
to inquire after truth. The effect of their ia- 

"quiries is, a deeper ſenſe of their own igno- 
rance, and a more "exalted thought of the Divine 
Excellence. This would be the caſe, if we 
0 mould contemplate the works of God through 
| * pomberleſs ages, even to eternity. The reaſon 
we do not diſcern ſafinite Perfection in the works 
a, Fog, * becauſe We eüngot comprehend: In- 
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uh « "The arrangement "neceſſary for 7 prodytion of the 
ſmalleſt plant, requires in the cauſe a degree of power, in- 

75 © relligeygs-and ths my which + infinitely tranſcends alla fubli- 
meſt exertions o human ability, Wbat 75 tall we ſlay of 
the cauſc that prod? prodhces' 15 i a ration foul; 3 A world, a 


ſyſtem of worlds, an: un iverſe hall we ſayzthat infinite p- 
er and wifdom are not neceſſary attributes, of that univerſal 
Le though they be neceſſary attributes of the cauſe that pre- 
duces a plant? Profeſſor Beattie's eſſay on thenaturę and im- 


— wy truth in oppoktion to dophiſtry and \Spriciſm, 


No. —— 4 3 ho FRB reread 3 * — 2 
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„ byity. The Apoſtle ſpeaking: of abe heathen 
lays, * The inviſible things of God from,” 


r ever fince,.** the creation of the world, are 


oy, dere ſeen being pnderſtogd by the thingy that 


de made, even his eternal power and godhead. 
lo. tbat they are without excuſe”, His eternal 
e and. godhead are underſtood by the things 
it ate made, ſo far as they are underſtaoq; 
5 5 ate capable of. underſtanding, of forming 
right. conceptions of the nature and perſections 
Pa God from; the things which He has made, if 


' they, duly, aber ond attend to, them. Bot 


, though. ... migh t. form Tight, conceptions, of 
Him by 3% akte prive.. conſid, ration. of his works, 
yet this great Dy glorious . ging Fan, ne bt, be 
e by. -a finite mind,” 
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Tur evidence of t the Being a * Pertedions of 


God, from his, works, is not only concluſive, fe | 


clear and level to the. mesneſt capacity. 


fir ies the mind with convidion, almoſt- as. * 


aas it is propoſed. The rudeſt barbarian, is no 
Yooners = upon rn. -_ — than he | 


a 0D EN Es. 


by 5 that is by 3 a mere - non-entiry, 
that they wete eſfecis without a. cavſe. Lie 
ol 10 the. Exiſtence, of” fore l and 
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.&:Ggnigg,qmind, who made, and -preſeryeth, 
: things 5 and the. more he looks into melt 


_ cootemplares the curiaqus workmanſhip al bis ho- 


dy, the nature of the humzg ſqul,,and, therſux- 


prizing union which ſubſiſts between theſe tu 


very different ſubſtances, ſo much the. Mone ſa- 


tislied he is that the concluſion is juſt. - - Whale he 
looks abroad and ſurveys the univerſe, wonders 


of - wiſtom and power?-nwpltiply upon him, and 
his faith continually gathers ſtrength. Evident 


marks of aheſe. Pivine Perfections are 10; be ſeen 


in the adjuſtment of thoſe vaſt heavenly bodies, 


vy hich preſent themſelves to the wondring Gght, 


With what exact order, harmony and beauty do 


they perform their ſeveral revolutions, and diſ- 


charge their appointed functions! Or if we only 
traverſe the globe og which we dwell, and ob- 
ſerve, how it is vatiegated with hills, valleys, 
plains, rivers, ſeas, which alt; have their partious 
Jar. uſe ; the tribes of different animals with 
which it is ſtocked ; the ſurprizlng variety: of 
trees, plar.ts, and- vegetables with which every 
part abounds, new ſcenes perpetually opening 


to the enquiring mind, it is impoſſible to doubt 


the coucluſion is irreſiſtible, that there is Ones 
and only One, great and adequate cauſe of all; - 
and that this cauſe: is: God: ' Phere needs only 
common” ſenſe and underſtanding to make this 


i &rdu®tion—But there is this peculiar advantage 


attending 
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attending; "this arg; t, that the Inge: cloſely | 
wwe examine the conſtitution of the univerſe, and 
The preatet Tiſ:overies we make of the works 
and law of nature, the reaſoning from them 
\grows ſtronger and "approaches nearer to demon- 
a ſute ene chat it * founded i in 


K ** 1%. 
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once Eſtabliſhed, it is not hard tb prove that 


there is ſuch a thing as Religion when 1 
chere is ſueb à thing as Religion, Lidtend, that 
there are duties incumbent on man towards the 
Deity; which God hath a right to require of us, 


and which we are under obligations to perform. 


1 obſerved in the beginning of the diſcoutſe, 
that the very notion of Religion implits à regard 
v0 God: It we ſhould- allow that moral good 
and: evil do not depend on the will of God, yer 
there is nothing of religion in the beſt action, 


unleſs we have reſpoct to God in doping it, uoleſs 
we. do it becauſe. it ois ;coaformable to his will. 


God is a Being of infinite excellency, the foun- 


tain of undefſtanding and wiſdom; all creatures 
received their being from Him, and depend con- 


ſtantly upon Him; they derive from his goodneſs 
all the benefits of which they partake, and it is 
He only that can ſupply. their wants, or ſatisfy 


wer. elde. On theſe accounts He has an abs 
* ſolute 


PRE 0237; 5 


2 ind 2 us in el Ry apts os 


ons, without ſome wife and good  defign 3 yrs | 


| makes it quite evident, that this was his deſign, 


God of ee from bende ariſes ann ang” 


_ formity to the will of an/all:perfect Being, whoſe 
will is rectitude itſelf, and:who- requires nothing 


is the — us excellence. And 0 _ oth 
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#olute right of government,” ant ir is the duty 
of the- whole antelligent world . N e 
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ces and relations, has hereby intimated: to us, Wir 
that it is his will we ſnould act agrenbly to them. | 
A wiſe and good Being would not have confer- 
red thele® capicities, - und- 'conflicuted theſe r 


what 'defign could He have, bn to point our” to 
them that method of conduct, leb 'would" be 
proper for them, and agreable to Him e And what 


15; that while we ac agreably to the circumſtan- 
ces in which: He hathꝭ placed us, we promote 
our own felicity, whereas a- contrary conduct 
tends to bring. miſery on our ſelves, aud to in- 
eroduce diſorder into the world. This therefore 
is the conſtitution of nature, or rather of the 
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"the is fir and tight that we ſhould 40 i in con! 


of us, but what tends to make us like himſelf, who 
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1 u be aſkedy what it ther Ani, 
| tormity a duty may wr not us wells enquite 
why two and two make four ?. why one: un. 
tity is greater than another ? The underſtanding 
determines i both. If mon are ſceptical in th ſe 
eee will not cure them. A long 
ſeties off reaſaniag will not make it! cleater, af- 
tet all, the mind is no more ſatisſied, and we 
356; obliged: often to return to the point from 
Wheace we, firſt ſer out. Right in this caſe is a 
kind of fimple perception. Reaſan and conſei- 
Haie dickere that Gad is to be obeyedyn We feel 

Ir; ity. ;To-.renqunee it is 40 offer vio· 
lance ho out underſtanching Rig he daplies dm 
in ies idea. To perceive.that an action is rights. 
is to ſoe a reaſon for doing it. Nut this per- 
ception;- this acknowledged: rectitude: in the ac 
tien is the very eſſence of obligation; thar 


which commands the approbation and . choices. 


and: binds the conſcience of . every rational be“ 
ing . A creature to whem his Creatof has grant” i 
ef the; powers af resſon and refſection, if he doth 


not improve theſe powers, or act agreabl y to the - 


dictates of reaſun, doth not act as the being he 
ia be rebels againſt his Sovereign and Lord, arid 


dgth,; what be can, to defeat 9 deſigu of Hea- 
ven Mo broging diet ante. ccxtfiances TREAT 2 r 
O.. & „ er 245 212 arenen 1 


Tut are: e Keys 3 which 000 may 


make known his will to us Whatever way He 
&1 chooſes 


his will or not. T5 
| righteouſneſs”, The fame rectitude, "Which" if 
| fluknces his will, and directs his requirements 


chuſes, che obligation is ale deff i i auf d- 
17 70 act in conformity to it. He zue made 
us and conferred fo many benefits upbh iu hüuth 
an unlimited right to our bomagb and obedis 
edge 3. an it ĩs quite certiin, that a Being of ſocti 
ablolute rectitude can neuer require any ching, 
which is not agreable to / his"own.' perfect tüte: 
or en words,” which is not git zd fie. 
mp organ Le es er moot 10 95g 
chat anno be fegte to this Al per pe 15 
Mind, — his 4 creatures act ies | 
'tjghiteous 'Lord Get 


from chis [creatufes, -neceſſifily "cauſes Him to be 
pleaſed when they do right, and diſpleaſedwWhen 
they do wrong. And being poſſeſſed of uncon- 


ttolable power, it: is res ſonable to conelude, 


thar He will eviderice his approbation and diſſike, 
| 8 thoſe who do his will, and puni n 


ing thoſe ho do it not. This is what we call 


his mortal government, which is his rendering to 
men according” to their actions, whether they be 
good or evil. Somech ing of this we ſee in this 


; life, in the tendeney wich moral piety hath to 


produce happineſs; and in the evils which are 
often conſetguent on our acting contrary: to the 


nstore and will of God. Tis true, in the — 


_ — is not — 
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eth tialttain 
or: religious — — * A wk ently pn 
miſcuous diſpenſation of things, withbut any ap- 
| Partht brgard:1o- the merit or demetit of cha nac - 
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| tuition of Sur natures, any abſtract ideas” of the 
Htnels or unfitneſs of things would produce a 


The moral toddut” A ſchſt bf mötal beduly, 
1 ot of the "excellency of hohne fs, is of great uſe to 
me 24 4” g66d (mind 3obut it neber & © deln tobe 
| 28 our only pfinciple of action, in this ſtate of "trial, 
we I con ovr natbrey would be more excellent, if 2 
* | love bf goodneſs were dlonea ſufficient ititltement 
to do tight J it is likely'this is the Caſe” with ſ5me 
13 of the creatures; above us and pofübiy our ba- 
. tutes may riſe to tthis. We are capable now of 
$ diſcerning the intrinſic firneſsof things, and of being 
moved by, it; this capacity niay gradually increaſe, 
_ tillit-(wallow up all other motives. The more we 
dee of God, and converſe with im, the more —* of 
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hall become like Him in bis holineſs and his 
happineſs. At preſent, our nature is very much 


cConſtituted of appetites and paſſions, which move 
us to action. 80 it was at firlt, The woman 


faw”, ſays the ſacred Hiſtorian, ſpeaking of Eve, 


«that the tree was good for food, and that it 


was pleaſant to the eyes”. The motives to obe- 
dience, which God ſaw fit to propoſe to Adam, 
were addreſſed to his hopes and fears. In the 
day thou cateſt thereof, thou ſhale ſurely die”. 
The threatning implied a promiſe, that if he did 
not eat, he ſhould live—and certainly we do not 
beed ſuch arguments leſs in our preſcnt ſtate, 
than man did i in a ſtate of innocence. 


Ir man was ſ conſtituted in his primeval 
dale, as to be influenced by his hopes and fears, 
we are not to ſuppoſe he will be governed by 
| higher motives now ; at leaſt not by higher mo- 
tives only. But if we take man without a parti- 
cular revelation from God, what is there to excite 
his hopes ?—Let us allow, that by the ſtrength 
of his own powers, and without any communi- 


cations from above, he hath conceived juſt no- 


tions of God and of his law; for if his notions 
are not Joſt, all inferences from them are but 
idle imaginations ; but if his notions are juſt, 
the leaſt reflection will convince him, that he hath 


in many inſtances tranſgreſſed the law of his na- 
ture 


* — — 


1 . . mg 


nne 


n 


#7 


__ r 4 - 
KE N 2 
* 


8 
* 
bo 
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receive bim into favor ? 4 4 
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Ir from the N 88 of hs 
in the preſent ſtate, he infers that there will be 
2 future ftate of retrivucion, wherein a difference 
will de made according to- men's moral cogduct, 


| yet reaſon alone could not make it certain, that 


God would' reward any obedience which man now. 
yields; as he yields none, "that is not mingled 
with a great deal of imperfedlon and fin... Al 


are ſinners, all may therefore expect to be treat- 
ed as ſinners; they who have ſinned more than 
others, may juſtly expect greater puniſhment. 
But how any can upon the principles of reafon 


be certain of a reward, becaufe they have not. 


been ſo bad as ſome others, I cannot ſee. The 


light of nature cannot aſſure us, that God will 
forgive a ſinner upon his repentance z. of conſe- 
quence he hath no encouragement to repent ; and 
if he hath no encouragement to repent, thete is 
no reaſon to ſuppoſe he will repent. It is more 


likely, that, if he reflects on his ſtare,” he will 
fink under a ſenſe of his gullt, and an appre- 
henſion of puniſhment. Such would probably 
be the caſe, if men had juſt ſentiments « God 
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that He would 1 their IIS and 0 
e them n * * % 8 e ha 3 
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and his w, without any intimation from Him, 
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red —"_ ſay 9 this abe Heathin las 
had © ſome -perfuafion” of a tutare ſtate of rewards 


and puniſhments; bot 1 feafß iche light of na- 
ure will afford: ne better evidence of future re- ” 
 4wafds' than the Heathen have had, moral virtue 
or religion will teceive but little aſſiſtanee from 
it. Alas] What dark and confuſed notions have 
hey entertaiged l. how groſs and ſenſual their 
repreſeatations ef futute (happineſs? ſuch as we 
evidently ſee id be unworthy of God, and no way, 


calculated to convey reſt to the mind of man, 


Their good men after this life, remember their 
- griefs, and are afflicted with the enmities they 
ceontracted here; their exerciſes and enjoyments 
ate ſuited to 2 n, rr . than to a late 


of n wn 


f pets thang: an eminent Philoſopher had 


more rational conceptions” of theſe things, 


yet no one acquainted with the hiſtory of the 


World, even of the ' politer nations, will pretend, 
thut this was the caſe with the body of the people: 


Even their viſeſt Philoſophers had rather a ſuſpi- 


eion, than a full perſuaſion of a future ſtate; and 
1 e . ſeems of abſolute neceſſity . in 
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_ this RY 3 2 * to the .recompence of 
She reward. muſt be always dannn in order 
to influence to a ſteady purſuitꝰ. Agreably you 
ſeldom find their beſt and wiſeſt men fetching any 
conſolation from the ſtate. of reſt which remaineth 
for good men ; their £xhontations»to virtue arr 
not enforeed by this; if they believed the dog- 
trine of future rewards themſelyes, yet they did 
not think it worth. while tg perſuade others. into a 
belief of it. Fot want of this. argument, hey fri- 
gid and jejune are all their exhortations ta virtue 
Even the diſcourſes: of a Seneca or a Cicero bave 
not a tendency to warm our hearts, like the una- 
dorned addreſſes of a plain unleuered Chriſtian, - 
who is acquainted: with the ſacred; ſeriptures, and 
the powerful motives of the Goſpel. | How much 
better notions of, morality; hath a common Chtiſti- 
an, who at all attends to the precepts of the Goſs 
pel, or even a modern Peiſt, who is acquainted 
with the Bible, than the wiſcſt ſages. ef antiqui- 
ty! How much clearer his views of à future 
fate ! The Goſpel. makes that certain, which, 
mW”: it, * hut b dark. A OT 
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2 pu n 


195 ng the 1 "i wh God: Kink, 
favored us, teaches how He can be juſt and yet 
| joſtify the ſinner ; it opens the myſteries of redeem- 
ing love and grace ; it contains he moſt graci- 
guy declaratiops of God's readineſs fo pardon-the | 
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penitent believer-.; it offers the moſt. graciouß 
aſſiſtance, and prom ſes the moſt glorious rewards,” 
By the help of this, we know many truths, which 
vnaſſiſted reaſon never would have taught us; and 
we underſtand: the truths of natural religion: 
much bettet than we could have: underſtood them 
without this help. By means of revelation, we are 
capable of makiag a much better uſe of reaſon, 
n weren wy GR: Ren. it. 10%; 22819 
Taz Ab ig ens t in Chriſtianity chai! is | conteld 
7 to reaſon, -. God never did, He never can, au- 
thotize : a religion oppoſite: to it, becauſe : this 
would be to contradict. himſelf. The Goſpel is 
not deſigned to abrogate the Religion of Nature; 
it always ſuppoſes an eternal rule of rightcouſneſs, 
from which man had deviated, and by which he 
Was condemned. Man had rebelled againſt his 
Maker and: Lord ; had renounced. his dependence 
da God, and ſet himſelf up in oppoſition to Him; 3 
in all which be acted contrary to the Religion 
of Nature. 8 The deſign of.. the Goſpel was to rey 
duce him to a right ſtate, to bring him to live 
on God, to. ſubmit to his authority, to reſign to 
bis er 5 th: rely e In him for 1 CER | 


| Ping. DI” y bY 825 2 . 78 

N vi. 1 God appears in a new 

airs ax in à new relation, as the God and Fa- 
ther 


"> 


wer of our ore. usch, . 15 6 od 
tadtet = which: the Deity 3 — kill 


man had finned, it was a diſcovery-of ſomething 


in his naturt, which neither Med nor Angels had 


before any conception of. From this new cha- 
; patter; ot new relation, ariſe new obligations; Ad 
pew: duties 3 duties which there could be. no 


place for, while man was in a ſtate of innocence, 
but which are perfectly adapted to his ſtate as a 
ſinner-. This is by no means contrary to the Reli- 
gion of Nature. It iᷣ perfectly agteable to it, that 
we; ſhould conform to'tvery new! diſcovery which 
God: makes 6f himſeif;! a uren do every neu 


imimsddn r e ee 356g o bonne g 


elenl us: To eit 18 ag tod 2 5 n 7; 


Te Erre erdded to aride de badoy; to ſob⸗ 


it 46's meſſenger ſent by God; to necept. of 


Pardon in his Way, whith if moſt” wit und good; 
and approves MAfro the reaſon” of man, all this 


A perfealy agreable "to every Princip 1e bf Natural 
Religion. Nothing more contraty to truth, chan 


to te preſent faith 25 repentatice as poſitive duties, 


they ure founded in reaſon, they are the reſole 


A chat relation in Whick we ſtand to God and 


Jeſus Chriſt, and are exactly ſuited to 2 


ſent e ſtate. „ | 
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5 -ever was, and „ Chriſtianity-.is this very Religion 


F e N 


o- 


* 


KN r e ee „ tk 


with ſome wife and mercifpl additions, accommoe- 


dated to the ſtate of mankind as ſinners”, _ The 


Goſpel adopts the whole law of hature, it ex- 
plains | it, enjoins conformity to it, adds 1 new obli- 
ations to obedience ; and at the ſame. time pro- 


144 


vides. and offers the kindeſt helps, to the perfor 
mance , of what 3 it requires. 5X5 2 

Rk” may * poltbiy objet that I am aiſromG 
ing of Revealed Religion, when my buſineſs was 
ta treat of that which is Natural. But how is it 
poſſible to give yo any tolerable view of Natural 
Religion, without. recurring to Revelation? Who 

is there, ſays Mr. Locke, that ever did or un- 


eee the law of nature to us all in- 
tire, as a law, no more, nor no leſs, than what 


is contained in, and had the obligation of, that 
law? who ever made out all the parts of it, put 
them together, and ſhewed-the world their obli- 
gations ? where was there any ſuch Code, that 


mankind might have recourſe as their unerring 


mis, before: our EY time . * 


7 


bre what is abe proper uſe and im 
provement of Natural Religion“, the ſubjeQ ex- 
reſsly appointed for this Lecture by the pious 


Founder, but to lead you to that which is _— 
Ee : e 


5 Locke's reaſonableneſs of the Chriſtian Religion. % 
| * OO 


? To whit RAND? ſhould 1 we ſeo of c 


L 5 of Natural Law, if we could not, lead 
vou to the merciful, diſcoveries of the Goſpel ? 
This would be to throw. diſcouragements i in your 


way. He that reaſons, Joſtiy upon the principles 


1 of Natural Religion, and goes no further, I will 


not ſay, muſt deſpair, but. muſt have many doubts - 
and ſuſpicions of ever obtaining the divine favor. 


In this reſpect the law is our ſchool-maſter 


to bring us to Chriſt“. The doctrine of the 
atonement and of juſtification by the merits and 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, not only ſets the divine 


character in the cleareſt light; but gives the great - 
elt encouragement to repentance and -obedience, 


„If thou, Lord, ſhouldeſt mark iniquity, O Lord, 
who ſhall ſtand ? but there is "ORG one 
thoe; that thou _— be feared. ! fs | 

A | Eoarives, If Natural Religion is no more than 
has been found out by the natural powers of man, 
if we are not to include any thing that hath come 
to us by revelation, who is able to draw the 


line, and to ſhew exactly which truths have been 
diſcovered by reaſon, or the mere light of nature, 
and which have come to us by revelation ? It is 


probable at leaſt, that God firſt inſtructed men in 
the Principles | of religion, or taught them 


Loy law by which they were to be governed ; ; 


_ 


E 130 Pfal. 3, 4; 


und chat cher Jeleshdaies, ia all parts of the while, 
have received by tradition and education, tome 
degree of that light and knowlege, which was 
communicated to their progenitors tom the Deiry 
himſelf. And if this was the caſe, and no one 


| reaſon of man, 


can determine it was not, then we muſt ſay, that 


there is no natural religion at all, or that its be- 


ing revealed doth not make it ceaſe to be natural. 
If a law is founded in nature; and God, iaſtead 
of leaving us to find it out by ſtudy and applica- 
tion, is pleaſed kindly to make it known to us 
by revelation, will that make it ceaſe to be a law 
of nature? if we may call that natural religion, 


which we receive by inſtruction from our parents 


and others; why may we not call that natural reli- 


gion, which we are taught by our ECO Fa- 
A: 


4 urn Chriſtianity comes to us; or hew- 


ever ſupernatural the way in which it was origi- 


nally communicated; it · ſo far coincides with the 


Religion of Nature, that it is founded in the per- 
fections of God, and is * conſonatit to > the 


3 | v2 


* 


* Nature is nothing but the ſettled Divine conſtitution, : 


fixing the way in, and the means by which He conveys his 
grace, or which is the ſame thing in which He exerts his 


"creating and ſupporting power, and whatever order He ſees 


fit to eſtabliſh for this purpoſe is nature, and ihat on 
ſtitution is the Law of Nature”. 


A view of the Law of Nature, written, it is ſaid, by Dr. 
Ricaltounn, 


. / 
—_— 


5 . 
= \ = . 

n n 1 K _ - 9 y * Y W = » L200 — — 1 6 3 - * * 1 — . = — . +48 „ m—_ „ 5 
e e 0 e yore e . oa had rr OL 1 DIAS 7 oft nes ot : +> 5} 5 N e * * i * Wen n 4 + 8. ot 3 8 4% 7 ME - n + rn r 22 —— E = * * 
* , * 99 J PRESET * 5 * 2 * 8 * 45 — 1 $8 5 — * - — wwe 5 —— ICs 7 — rr NN 3 Lt x P 9 

2 9 a 7 ? # X : * K . 8 8 eme 74 . —— — =* R yn . 4 * 

© - | — 2 re 1 e 123 n e - "_ 4 k — 
2 * J *. 7 88 x an; = I - p A 5 


1 
Wh 


- r 5 
EET CE —— 08 
* . Sf Ones ASI IIS. 


. 5 ns” 2 W ebe Nan 
N Wow > As br I 
z 


on is worthy of God. A. revelation from God, 


Ms 2 „ —— 


* 


* * 1 . 4 - . | A Z 
9 1 ; 
2 ; © 
Ix . 5 
. # 


* Ty it is ſaid, that © were we not "copable 


** diſtioguiſhjng: good- from cvil, or knowing 
from the conſideration of the invariab le perfecti- 


ons of God, what the divine goodneis coold 


command or forbid his creatures, antecedently 0 
any external revelation, we could not diſtinguiſf 


the true inſtituted religion from the many falſe 
ones“. + But this reaſoning is founded upog a 
miſtake, it ſuppoſes that when men bave once 


corrupted. r religion, they are left intirely without 
remedy. . The capacity of thinking and reaſoning, 
with which God hath diſtinguiſhed man, bow- 
ever it hath been neglected or petverted, will 
whenever he is led to make a proper uſe of it, 
enable him to diſtinguiſh between true and falſe 

religion. There is no neceſſity of ſuch a previous 
comprehenſive knowlege of God, or of good and 
evil, It is not of to great importance, whether 
men have antecedently reaſoned juſtly or not, or. 
indeed whether they have reaſoned at all, If they 
are awakened. to attend to a religion propoſed to 
them, and to examine it with impartiality and care, 
they are capable of diſtinguiſhing between right 
and wrong, and of perceiving whether this religi- 
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© were before lesen 0 yet — preſented to 
their minds, may appear perfectly agreable to 


their reaſan and underſtandiug;; otherwiſe whetw 
men have once formed wrong notions of religion, 


t is impoſſible they ſhould cortect their "Ep 1 


and reaſon becomes __ ever eder eee Rc 
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> * ſhall. we. wht of 7 3 * 
have no written e 8 Ti ? By what rule will 
they be judged ? and what will be their ſtate 
after this life ?. ſuch. inquiries ats too bold and 
preſumpguous, « ſecret, things belong unto the 
Lord our God, but thoſe things which are re- 
vealed. belong unto us and to our children. 
It is certain the moſt. ignorant have ſome rule, 
howe! yer. they came by ir, and they will be Judged” 
by che rule which they have, and not by that 
whigh they have not. It is evident that the Hea- 
then have fome notion of expiation and forgive 
nels, 28 well as ſome, knowlege of God, and of 


| the "diftiaRtii ion between virtue and vice; both art 


imperfect, and it may be ſaid of chem, that they 
hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs”, and with ſuch 
a mixture of ignorance and uncertainty, as that 


it can afford but little reſt to their minds. But 


we m aſſure ourſelyes that the Judge of all the 
earth. will do right ; 3 md that He will fo order 


things, that none of mankind wil have any rea- 
ſon 
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ſon® to complain. If the Heathen ' have no hope. 
of the ' ſalvation, which the Goſpel promiſes; nei- 
ther are they: expoſed to that ata which-it 
threatens to thoſe who deſpiſe and reje it. In- 
ſtead of puzzling our ſelves with ſuch curious 
inquiries, let us fear left this ſhould be our con- 
demnation, that light is come into the world, 
but we have loved darkneſs rather than a light, 

e our ' deeds have "ROO . 
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x We, in this favored SY are life vp to Eldar.” 
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rr and great advantages to kno our Maſter's 
will; 


have the ſeriptures which are able to 
1 8 us wiſe uhto ſalvation;; we have fiogular 
1 helps to underſtand. them; we have line upon 
line, and precept upon ptecept. As to means 
it nothing is wanting. We ought'often t to think of 
chat moſt equitable rule, by Which dur Savior 
 allotes: vs the Great God will conduct himſelf. 
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8 portunity not bath. to bmi your d . 
I boman literature, but to acquire ſpiritual and 


t || divine knowlege—All will be inſufficient, unleſs 

God, who cauſed the light to ſhine out of 

J darkneſs,” ſhine in your: hearts to give the light 

1 of he 8 lory of Cod in the face of Jeſus Chrift”, = 

5 | We 7250 Neaftite in your literary accompliſh 

2 ment; theſe things are well worthy your atten4 = 

tion and diligent. application. But while you aſ- | 
ire after an acquaintance | with the various bran= 5 

ches of leart earnings we ſhew unto you a more-ex4 EA 1 

cellent way. ”This is life eternal, that ye know, IE 

God and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent”, «WiC | 

| dom' i 18 the principal thing, therefore get wiſdom, 92 

and'with' all thy getting, get underſtanding. Ex- , = 
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ERRATA. 1 \ line, > from the Bottom dale Polity. 2 
10. J. 9. read, an infinitely wiſe Being. p. 19, marg. 1, 6. 
Bop the motion, 
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It is deſired by many, that the 
public may be favored with the others, 
which are carefully preſerved in the 
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